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SOUTHERN OREGON UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT OF THEATRE ARTS 
PRESENTS ARCADIA
Southern Oregon University’s Department of Theatre Arts presents “Arcadia” by Tom Stoppard on Nov. 8, 9, 10, 15, 16, 17, 18 at 8:00 p.m. and Nov. 17 at 2:00 p.m. in the Center Stage Theatre. 
Stoppard explores questions about historical truth, science, mathematics, and critical thinking within two intersecting stories about characters from two different centuries. The Crooms’ hosting of Lord Byron at their manor in 1809 has drawn the attention of researchers from the present. The characters, past and present, debate literary criticism, scientific discoveries, and mathematics in the school room of Sidley Park, a country estate that all of them have known. Stoppard’s trademark wordplay is at its best in this comedy, which was awarded the Critics’ Circle Theatre Award for “Best New Play” in 1993.
SOU Professor Dennis Smith, director of “Arcadia,” notes that the play’s themes are romance, math, the nature of good versus bad poetry, landscape gardening, and the second law of thermodynamics, but they are all under the guise of a detective story. “Stoppard’s work is always ingenious, clever and witty,” said Smith. “It’s unforgettable and not easily dismissed.” 

Smith considers Stoppard one of the twentieth century’s greatest playwrights. “I think this play will introduce the audience to the capability of theatre to explore ideas and how these explorations help individuals discover the nature of the universe,” said Smith. “Although it is a play about ideas, it is wrapped in a package of good humor and fun.”
Tickets are $17 regular admission, $14 senior, and $5 student and are available at the door or by calling the SOU Theatre Arts Box Office at 552-6348. More information is available at www.sou.edu/theatre.
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