Faculty Senate Meeting Minutes

May 16, 2005

Members Present:  Jon Harbaugh, Mark Siders, Terry Longshore, Cody Bustamante, Parvaneh Scoggin, Peter Wu, Sandra J. Holstein, Dan Rubenson, Marny Rivera, Claire Cross, Jean Maxwell, Sarah Ann Hones, Kathleen M. McNeill, John Whitesitt, Alena Amato Ruggerio, Lee Ayers, John Richards, Greg Miller, Kemble Yates, and Connie Anderson.

Guests Present:  Melanie Rutschman, James Main, Barbara Scott, Joe Graf, Elisabeth Zinser, Barbara Scott Winkler, Amy Belcastro, Josie Wilson, John Laughlin, and Kathy Mattson.

1. Approve minutes from 5/2/05 Faculty Senate meeting 

Motion for approval – Lee Ayers;  Seconded – Alena Ruggerio.

Approved unanimously with no abstentions.

2.    Announcements 

A. Jean Maxwell and Claire Cross distributed the list of General Faculty Committees and Councils for 2005-2006.  There remains one vacant seat on each of three committees:  Academic Standards, Financial Aids and Awards and Graduate Council.  Another call may be sent to the faculty in order to fill the vacancies on these committees and on the newly-formed University Studies Committee and Faculty Senate Assessment Committee.

B. John Whitesitt moved to suspend the two week rule so the candidates may be informed of their committee appointments.  Terry Longshore seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously with no abstentions.

C. John Whitesitt moved to approve the list of General Faculty Committees and Councils for 2005-2006 as submitted.  Lee Ayers seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously with no abstentions.

3.    Comments from President Zinser 

A. President Zinser expressed enthusiasm about this week’s Hannon Library Dedication activities and encouraged campus-wide participation in the events.

B. There has been great media response, especially in the Medford Mail Tribune, to plans for the joint SOU/RCC Medford facility. 

C. Mark Siders asked for an update on the recent hate crime at SOU.  President Zinser said the Ashland Police Department is still interviewing witnesses.  SOU will begin a campus climate assessment June 1st  to be prepare for formal assessment in the Fall.

4.    Comments from Provost Potter (The Provost was unable to attend the meeting)

5.    Advisory Council Report from the Faculty Senate Vice-Chair, Kemble Yates
A. The Advisory Council believes that there needs to be clarification regarding membership on the new Gen Ed Committees approved at the May 2nd Faculty Senate meeting.

B. In response to some of the SOU Faculty Senate concerns about the wording of the original IFS faculty ethics statement, the advisory council drafted a proposed alternative statement.  

C. The Council expressed urgency in moving forward with the Faculty Roles and Responsibilities Initiative. The Provost is willing to fund groundwork.  Individuals need to be recruited to work on the project this summer.  

6.    Student Senate Report  -- No report.  Roger Wert, new ASSOU Senate Pro Tempore introduced himself at the close of the meeting.
Discussion Items

7.  Curriculum Committee: New Options in Criminology and Chemistry
      
- Barbara Scott Winkler 

A. Two new programs in forensics are proposed... one through the Chemistry Department and one through the Department of Criminal Justice.  These programs hope to enroll students beginning Fall of 2006, but want approval now in order to begin recruiting and advising potential students.                                                           

1) B.S. in Chemistry – Emphasis in Forensic Chemistry (See attachments)

Proposed new courses:

a) Ch 460  Forensic Serology and DNA Analysis (4 credits)

b) Ch 464  Forensic Toxicology and Arson/Explosives Detection (4 credits)

2)  B.S. in Criminology & Criminal Justice – Emphasis in Forensics (CCJF)                (See attachments)


Former 407 Seminar courses now proposed as regular courses:

a) CCJ 347  Crime on the Internet (4 credits)

b) CCJ 461  Terrorism  (4 credits)

c) CCJ 462  Criminal Forensic Investigations (4 credits)

B. Discussion

1) Alena Ruggerio expressed concern that the Communication Department had not been consulted about Comm 310 being made a requirement for the Forensic Chemistry major. She feared that many Chemistry students might not take the Comm 210 prerequisite course. 

2) Response from Dean Graf:  It had been assumed that the CORE sequence would prepare students to take Comm 310.  These issues can be resolved before the new program goes into effect.

3) Peter Wu expressed concern that the heavy credit requirement for the Forensic Chemistry program would eliminate space for electives.

4) Response from Greg Miller:  Forensics is multi-disciplinary in nature, providing a broad academic experience.

5) Kathy McNeill wondered if we should put a cap on credit requirements for a major.  She also reminded the Senate that Financial Aid needs to be part of the approval protocol for new programs.

8. The Grad Council Update - Amy Belcastro 

(The 2004-05 activities of the Grad Council are summarized in the attached report.)

A. The Grad Council plans a new forum to evaluate the difference between the undergraduate and graduate requirements for cross-listed 400/500 courses.

B. At their next meeting, the Provost and Deans will discuss a replacement for John Laughlin as he steps down as Dean.

C. Clarification:  The White Paper, prepared by Kevin Talbert, is a summary of the current status of the graduate program at SOU.

9. General Education Curriculum Transition - More on the reorganization of Core Curriculum Committee into University Studies Committee and formation of a Faculty Senate Assessment Committee - Lee Ayers for the Advisory Council 

A. The Advisory Council would like to see a representative from the ACCESS Center, Information Technology (IT) and the Admissions Enrollment Officer added to the new committees. These people would provide needed balance because they see the University as a whole.  Provost Potter believes they should be non-voting members.    

B. Discussion followed on the issue of the ex officio status of these proposed members.

10.   Discussion of “Statement of Oregon Public University Faculty Commitment” (see attachments; first attachment includes latest SOU draft statement and second attachment includes the U of O report from 2000) - Marny Rivera for Advisory Council 

A. A lively discussion ensued.  Senate members did not feel comfortable with ratifying any faculty ethics statement.

B. Lee Ayers and Marny Rivera agreed to take this input back to the next IFS meeting.

Action Items

11.   FDC Carpenter II Results (See attached)  

A. Dan Rubenson moved to suspend the two-week rule.  Lee Ayers seconded.  Motion carried.

B. Dan Rubenson moved to approve the FDC Carpenter II Results as presented.  Lee Ayers seconded.  Approved unanimously with no abstentions.

12.   Adoption of Gen Ed Transition Committees (see #9 above) 

A. It was determined that the Faculty Senate needed to vote in order to allow for Spring Faculty Senate Committee Development.  Lee Ayers moved that the two-week rule be suspended.  Peter Wu seconded the motion.  Motion passed with 5 opposed.

B. John Whitesitt expressed confusion as to the accuracy of the wording of the membership composition of the new committees.  Kathy McNeill made a motion not to vote on changes/additions to the membership of the committees until the next Senate meeting on June 6th (when the wording could be provided in writing by John Whitesitt).  Terry Longshore seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

C.  Kemble Yates moved that the Faculty Senate authorize the Committee on Committees to begin to solicit faculty members from the five schools, the University Seminar and the Library for the new University Studies Committee and the new Faculty Assessment Committee.  John Whitesitt seconded the motion.  The motion carried with one abstension.

13.   Criminology and Chemistry Options (see item #7 above) 

A. John Richards moved to suspend the two-week rule.  Sandra Holstein seconded the motion.  Approved unanimously with no abstentions.

B. John Whitesitt moved that the Faculty Senate accept the proposals as submitted, with the understanding that discussion with the Communication Department regarding Comm 310 would continue and that General Education requirements would be covered.  Peter Wu seconded the motion.  Approved unanimously with no abstentions.

Adjournment (6:00 p.m.)
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