Faculty Senate Meeting Minutes

April 18, 2005

Members Present:  Lee Ayers, Alena Amato Ruggerio, Wilkins-O’Riley Zinn, Mara Affre, Sarah Ann Hones, Kathleen M. McNeill, Diana F. Maltz, Sandra J. Holstein, Jean Maxwell, Marny Rivera, Dan Rubenson, John Richards, Parvaneh Scoggin, Connie Anderson, Marina Soto, Jon Harbaugh, Kemble Yates, Mark Siders, John Whitesitt, Terry Longshore, Code Bustamonte, Peter Wu, Dale Vidmar, Claire Cross, and Randy Johnson.

Guests Present:  John Sollinger, Kay Sagmiller, Mada Morgan, Susan Walsh, Paul Steinle, Ed Battistella, Ken Kempner, Laura O’Bryon, Cynthia Beckwith, Colin Murphy, Geoff Mills, Elizabeth Zinser Sandy Theis and Kathy Mattson.

1.   Approve minutes from 4/4/05 Faculty Senate meeting 

 
Motion for approval -- Alena Ruggerio,  Seconded by  Wilkins-O’Riley Zinn. 

Approved unanimously with no abstentions.

2.    Announcements 

A. Student Body Vice President, Colin Murphy – There will be a faculty/staff basketball game in McNeal Pavilion, 6:00-7:00 p.m. Friday, April 22, to raise funds for sexual assault victim services. Tickets are $2.00 for students or a donation of canned food.   Faculty players are still needed to fill out the second team.  

B. The Progressive Student Union plans to send President Zinser a letter requesting that students be allowed to opt-out of Higher One.  

C. The SOU 2005 Summer Session Open House will be Tuesday, April 19, from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. in Stevenson Union, Rogue River Room.  Students can receive information about financial aid, fees, and advising. Registration will be available onsite. 20% discount from the bookstore for students who register at the Open House.
D. Terry Longshore’s Marimba Ensemble, will perform at Noon, Monday, April 25th in  Library Plaza.

E. Well-known speaker, Amy Goodman, Voice of Progressive Radio, will be at SOU April 23rd, in the Britt Ballroom. Tickets: $5 for students.  

3.    Comments from President Zinser 

President Zinser did not have a formal report for this meeting.  She commented that there was good SOU Faculty/Student/Staff representation at the recent Ways and Means Committee Meeting. 

4.    Comments from Provost Potter (Earl was unavailable for this meeting.)

5.    Advisory Council Report from the Faculty Senate Vice-Chair, Kemble Yates
 
A.
Honorary doctorate and commencement speaker details finalized

B. Medford building – SOU is continuing to work with RCC on this joint venture.

C. Earl Potter is anxious for the Faculty Senate to show leadership in training for the new Gen Ed program that has been approved.  

D. Lincoln School – President Zinser reported that both the City of Ashland and SOU had put forth proposals for the use of the Lincoln School property.  The Ashland School System had rejected all proposals in an effort to defuse the situation within the community.  SOU’s proposal was a brief concept piece to create a healthy aging environment run by private enterprise augmented by SOU and OHSU’s strengths in this area.  SOU might consider teaming with the City of Ashland to make a new joint proposal.  There is a need for more conversation.  The original rejection did not take away our interest, but rather bought the University more time to reflect and refine its proposal ideas.

E. General Education Changes – John Richards.  The new program will be assessment-based rather than content-based.  It is going to take some real effort on everyone’s part.

6.    Student Senate Report - Randy Johnson 

A. Randy Johnson is running for Student Body President. This will probably be his last Faculty Senate meeting.  He expressed thanks to the Senate for their input and leaves having learned a great deal

B. Student Government is forming a new committee – Student Fee Construction Committee.  The new committee should begin meeting next week.  The names of committee members will be reported to Dr. Brimmer 

Discussion Items

7.   Interinstitutional Faculty Senate (IFS) Meeting Report - Marny Rivero and Lee Ayers 

      A change of meeting dates made it impossible for our representatives to attend.  Copies of the Interinstitutional Faculty Senate Meeting minutes from February 4 and 5 were distributed. (See attached)

A. The OUS institutions have been asked to consider adopting the Ethical Standards for University Faculty put forth in the IFS minutes.   Media response to charges of sexual harassment at Western Oregon University initiated the need for this ethical statement.

B. Chancellor – wants a statement that will represent the ethical standards of the OUS…similar to the United States constitution that binds us but is interpreted locally. The ethical statement needs to be broad enough for interpretation, but with boundaries.  

C. Discussion followed.  

1) Members expressed various concerns with the wording of the faculty ethical statement.

2) It was noted that SOU already has a sexual harassment policy.  

D. Kemble Yates suggested that Senate members take time to consider the proposed faculty ethical standards and make them an action item at a future Senate meeting. 

E. Lee Ayers asked for e-mail feedback from SOU Senate members that can be taken back to the Chancellor at the next IFS meeting.

F. Sandra Holstein will get feedback from the Women’s Studies Council and bring it as an information item at the next Faculty Senate meeting.

8.    Initial Administrative License (IAL) --- Ken Kempner  (See IAL Proposal attachment)

A. This is a first level license for administrators at K-12 level.   SOU is attempting to be responsive to the administrative needs of our own Southern Oregon region.

B. 24 credit program, plus 360 practicum hours.  The license is an endorsement (not a major, not a new program) that will use existing education courses taught in 1 credit modules.  Cohort program begins Spring Term.  Cohorts bond together, work together.  

C. An Advisory Board of local administrators will give direction from the education community.

D. Kempner will direct the program, with involvement from Zinn, Greenwood and Geoff Mills.

E. Teachers Standards and Practices Commission allows an experimental program for one year.  Next year a full proposal will be brought to the Faculty Senate for approval.

F. This will be a self-supporting program thru ECP.  Students must have their Master’s Degree to get this certificate (plus minimum 3 years teaching experience).  Will benefit the Education Dept enrollment.

G. Discussion:  The IAL is similar to certificates offered by various SOU departments.  If these certificates required approval by the Faculty Senate, why shouldn’t this pilot program?

H. It was decided to make the IAL proposal an action item at the next Faculty Senate meeting and invite the Grad Council to attend to give their input.

9.   General Education Curriculum Transition - Paul Steinle  

A. CREAC/General Education curriculum management transition map was distributed and explained.  (See attachment)

1) New Gen Ed Program 

a) CORE will become “University Seminars” – 10 topical pilot classes for next year

b) Old exploration courses will become “University Studies” courses

2) Oregon Transfer Module to facilitate transfer between colleges

B. Reorganization of Core Curriculum Committee to become a new Faculty Senate committee: the “University Studies Committee”

C. CREAC requests the formation of a new Faculty Senate “Assessment Committee” to promote assessment and oversee assessment activities.

D. Jean Maxwell requested that a draft description of each committee, number of members, composition, term of service, etc. be brought to the next Faculty Senate meeting where adoption of these new committees would be made an action item.

E. Curriculum Facilitation Task Force:  Made up of IT, Admissions, Registrar and ACCESS Center will help with the transition to the new Gen Ed program.

F. A University Studies Director will be hired to oversee the facilitation of the new first year University Seminar program.

G. There will be new Gen Ed training sessions for faculty advisors

H. Discussion:  

1) CORE is 100% staffed with adjuncts.  The new University Seminars will be taught by regular faculty.  Is there financial “backfill” to staff the courses that these faculty currently teach for their departments?

2) Will adjunct faculty be allowed to propose and teach University Seminar classes?

3) Seminars are usually focused and small. Is this an appropriate term for our Freshman classes?

4) Do non-transfer students have the option to pursue the OTM instead of the new Gen Ed?   

I. Congratulate CREAC for 28 months of work.  The key to success is faculty involvement.

10.  Potential impact of proposed OHSU budget cut on SOU Nursing Program - Sandy Theis

A. The cuts to OHSU’s regional nursing programs has been reversed.  Tuition will be raised, but not as severely as at first expected.

B. OHSU’s Southern Oregon nursing program admitted 54 students into next year’s program  (100 applicants). 

C.  Oregon Consortium for Nursing Education – OHSU and Southern Oregon Community Colleges are working together to develop two new “concentrations” – Spanish/Latin American Studies and Psychology.  SOU will be involved in offering courses to support these in addition to providing pre-nursing coursework.

D. What can we do to mitigate low pre-nursing enrolment numbers?

1) Mara Affre has sent letters to local guidance counselors informing them that OHSU is not closing their satellite program in Southern Oregon.  The Nursing Department has also sent out letters to potential pre-nursing students. 

2) President Zinser suggested that the Nursing Department might want to issue an informational statement to the local newspapers.

Action Items  -- No action items scheduled.

Adjournment (5:50 p.m.)
