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Credibility Perceptions of News Coverage
of Ethnic Groups: The Predictive Roles
of Race and News Use

CHRISTOPHER E. BEAUDOIN

Indiana University-Bloomington, Bloomington, Indiana, USA

ESTHER THORSON

Universily of Missouri-Colwmbla, Columbia, Missouri, osa

The authors examined the roles that race and news use play in pre-
dicting perceived credibility of news coverage of etbnic groups. With
data from a 2000 telepbone survey of the Minneapolis-St. Paul areaq,
analyses were conducted specific to news use and news percep-
tions of three media outlets: the Minneapolis Star-Tribune, the
St. Paul Pioneer Press, and WCCO-TV news. Race played an
important role in predicting credibility perceptions, but news use
did not. Specifically, being Black (or not) played a stronger role
than being White (or not) in predicting credibility perceptions of
news coverage of Blacks and credibility perceptions of news cover-
age of Whites. In addition, Blacks viewed news coverage of Blacks
as being less credible than did non-Blacks, and Blacks viewed
news coverage of Whites as being more credible than dic non-
Blacks.

KEYWORDS news coverage of ethwic groups, race ane news,
ethnic news credibility, media credibility, credibility perceptions

A bevy of literature in the area of mass communication has focused on the
concept of media credibility and its important correlates, including news
use. One stream of research has positioned media credibility as an indle-
pendent variable that influences news use. Indicating a causal relationship,
Cobbey (1980) demonstrated that perceived accuracy of news coverage,
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